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Rubicon Oversight Committee, El Dorado County

Eldorado County Sheriff’s Office

John Berry, Forest Supervisor, El Dorado National Forest
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FROM:  Friends of the Rubicon (FOTR)

SUBJ: 
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DATE:  March …2005

Friends of the Rubicon (FOTR) opposes the current Rubicon Trail Master Plan (2nd Draft).  While FOTR supports the concept of a plan, FOTR cannot support this 2nd draft any more than it could support the first draft.  The plan is full of flaws, bad science, inadequate data, artificially conceived counts and numbers, unrealistic limits, and woefully inadequate user input, not to mention how this plan takes away our freedoms to recreate and enjoy a county road designed for motorized recreation.

FOTR is a coalition of trail users, clubs and organizations spanning the world, with approximately 400 clubs represented, mostly four-wheel drive. Formed in 2001, FOTR has already grown to be the strongest single-trail coalition ever established.  

Our successes set the example for others to follow. We have lobbied to get public officials elected.  We have shown up in force when trail problems exist.  We have raised money to support the trail.  And most importantly, we have mitigated (or began mitigation for) every problem that any control agency or interested party has ever raised about the trail for the past four years.  We fix problems!  We serve, protect and defend our trail.  
FOTR has documented over 10,000 hours of labor on the Rubicon Trail since 2001.  We fix problems!

Here is a short list of the mitigations and user-created solutions that have occurred on the Rubicon Trail over the last four years:

· Erosion from the Placer entrance (McKinney) road had the potential to contaminate and increase sedimentation in McKinney creek, which feeds Lake Tahoe.  FOTR fixed the problem in essentially one huge work weekend.  

· Pleasant Meadow along Loon Lake was in danger of habitat destruction and wet meadow deterioration due to traffic in this area.  FOTR fixed the problem.

· Miller Creek at the base of Cadillac Hill was plugged from floods and eroding out of its banks, flooding trail areas and creating unnatural swamps.  FOTR fixed the problem.

· Law enforcement was inadequate on the trail in 2001, 2002 and 2003.  FOTR lobbied statewide to assist El Dorado County in obtaining large OHV grants for law enforcement.
· User conflicts between motorized users and cross-county skiers were occurring at Loon Lake during winter months.  FOTR voluntarily completely fixed the problem.

· Little Sluice needed a bypass for the commercial runs and non-extreme trail rigs.  FOTR built one and fixed the problem!
· Spider Lake was closed in 2004 due to human waste issues.  FOTR completely fixed the problem in one work weekend.

The list goes on and on.  Nothing has been left unattended by FOTR.  We fix all problems brought to us by agencies, interested parties, and users.  The things still needing attention are mostly law enforcement related.  Outlaw behavior still needs to be curtailed.  FOTR supports more law enforcement on the trail.
In fact, FOTR takes the position that had we had adequate law enforcement on this county road, like any other county road or heavily used recreation area, we would not have ANY of these problems attempting to be addressed by this Master Plan. Further, had we had signage and educational programs like any other heavily used hiking or Wilderness area, or even a USFS campground, we would not have these problems on the Rubicon Trail.  However, little or no money has been spent by the USFS to help preserve, protect or manage the Rubicon Trail.  Most all funds and work has been from users – OHV Trust Fund, El Dorado County and FOTR.  It’s time for a change.  It’s time for accountability.  It’s not time for limits, restrictions and artificial management based on bad science.

Specifically, FOTR opposes quotas, limits, and “blasting” the Little Sluice.  Please note our suggestions/alternatives:
1.  Little Sluice is not a problem.  Sanitation was a problem.  It has been fixed as best the users can. Now the county needs to implement mandatory pack it out for sanitation issues.  This will fix the rest of the human waste issues.  The county and the USFS need to pursue grants to build toilets at Loon and Wentworth.  This will help fix the problem. FOTR will show up in force to help build/install the toilets.
What occurs at Little Sluice that may be offensive to some (party atmosphere and DUI), should be controlled by more law enforcement, like any other large gathering the county or USFS has to manage.  If there were more cops around, this would not be a problem.  Merely enforcing existing laws will fix the outlaw behavior at Little Sluice.  There is no need to blast it.  This will not solve the problem.  Law enforcement will solve this problem.  Education will solve this problem.  FOTR will help fix this problem through education and Trail Patrol efforts in concert with more law enforcement presence.
FOTR proposes this threefold plan to address perceived Little Sluice problems:  1) No change to the Little Sluice channel this summer; 2) Summer 2005, anchor the rocks above the Sluice using county approved methods.  Give the rocks one season/winter to ensure stability.  3)  Summer 2006, fill a portion of the Little Sluice with “stack” rocks to allow moderate vehicle passage.  FOTR will provide the labor to accomplish this project.

2.  Quotas/Limits:  FOTR does not support limits or quotas on the Rubicon Trail until an accurate count of trail use is determined and agreed to by all interested parties. Current counts are so varied and inconsistent that no one can agree as to the actual use.  
On October 9, 2001, California State Parks OHV Motor Vehicle Commission and staff, El Dorado County, and Eldorado National Forest staff commissioned a back country sanitation engineer to count trail use and human waste build-up.  On December 12, 2001, the results were published (Dan Totheroh) pointing out that:
· It was estimated that 35,000 people days would be a reasonable figure to user for total annual use on the Rubicon Trail. 

· The annual waste generated would be about 75,000 pounds, or 8,800 gallons.

· Alternative solutions considered included vault toilets, septic leach fields, dehydration and evaporation units, and “pack it out.”

· The recommendation was for a pack it out solution combined with vault toilets where practical.

The county commissioned consulting firm, Environmental Stewardship and Planning, estimated trail use to be significantly less in 2004, substantially less than this previous sanitation study.  No one can agree as to an acceptable number.  We must have a count before we can manage the trail.  Further, we should control problems with law enforcement, not limits.
We do not limit access to the Golden Gate Bridge just because there are traffic jams.  We should not attempt to establish limits to the Rubicon Trail just because of heavy use that we can’t even articulate.

Perceived user conflicts are not documented.  Users have a choice to cross the Golden Gate Bridge during traffic hours, just like users have a choice to use the Rubicon Trail on July 4th weekends.  If there are user conflicts worthy of inclusion in this report/analysis, then they should be documented with surveys and user input.  

FOTR cannot support limits or quotas at this time.  We suggest obtaining an accurate count during summer 2005.  We suggest monitoring for the summer of 2006 and 2007.  Then, we suggest revisiting the issue with solid data, user surveys, and accurate trail counts.
FOTR feels that Eldorado County, the Rubicon Oversight Committee, and the USFS Eldorado National Forest have yet to implement adequate management of this trail.  Instead of management, closures and restrictions are talked about or implemented.  Emergency closures should be reserved for when management fails.  In this case, there has not been a good faith attempt at management from any of the agencies involved, except FOTR.

FOTR fixes the problems, real or perceived. We can continue to fix problems.  We can fix the outlaw behavior with more law enforcement.  We can resolve user conflicts with sound data and good science, as well as user involvement.  

The fact that toilets have been studied and talked about since at least October 2001 gives proof to the fact that adequate management has not be instituted to fix a relatively simple problem.  FOTR will not stand for any further management recommendations that are based on bad science, inadequate numbers, poor studies, negligent attention to the public benefit, and loss of freedom for unnecessary reasons.
Addresses/Contact Info:


Eldorado County Board of Supervisors
330 Fair Lane
Placerville, CA 95667
(530) 621-5390
FAX (530) 622-3645
___

Mr. John Berry, Forest Supervisor
Eldorado National Forest
100 Forni Road
Placerville, CA 95667
530-622-5061
530-642-5122 TTY 

ENF Visitor Information
530-644-6048
___

Mr. Mike Gray
El Dorado County Airport, Parks and Grounds
Rubicon Oversight Committee
330 Fair Lane
Placerville, CA  95667
___

Mr. Jeff Neves
El Dorado County Sheriff
300 Fair Lane
Placerville, CA 95667
Phone: (530) 621-5655
Fax: (530) 626-8091

___

Contact your congress person thru this link:
http://capwiz.com/share/home/

___
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